
Whenever it comes time to renovate or construct a new building, St. Paul Public Schools 
looks for ways to save energy. Angela Vreeland is a mechanical engineer in the school 
district’s Facilities Department and is well-versed in the area of cutting energy costs. 
She, along with the Facilities Planning Team, frequently works with Xcel Energy’s  
Energy Design Assistance (EDA) Program to build energy efficiency into the buildings 
from the ground up. 

St. Anthony Park Elementary School was no exception. Energy experts used 
computerized energy modeling to identify various efficiency measures throughout  
the renovation, as well as their potential costs, payback terms and rebates. With a  
plan in place and motivation to save money, the Facilities Planning Team got started.

Ways to Save 
St. Anthony Park Elementary School was bursting at the seams and needed more  
space. They opted for a renovation and 16,000 square-foot addition to accommodate  
the additional students coming into the district.

“Any time we do an upgrade, we incorporate energy efficiency as much as possible,” 
Vreeland explains. “We’re always looking to save energy and taxpayer dollars on our  
bills, so we always use the EDA program.”

The biggest energy savers implemented were upgraded LED lighting, a new heating  
and cooling system, and a building automation system. 

“We are seeing a 30-percent energy savings per square foot,” Vreeland says.  
“It’s a significant drop in energy use.”

Xcel Energy rebates of nearly $30,000 helped offset the cost of the new equipment,  
and it’s estimated that the measures will save them more than $25,000 per year.

Part of a bigger plan 
St. Paul Public Schools is taking their energy savings to the next level through  
Xcel Energy’s Partners in Energy, a two-year process that provides communities free 
services to develop and implement an energy action plan. The plan is tailored to the 
community and can include residential, business and municipal participation.

For Vreeland, it’s all part of a long-standing effort to save energy and money and get the 
most out of the district’s many buildings.
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If you’re planning a new construction, 
addition or major renovation 
project, visit xcelenergy.com/
BusinessNewConstruction or call 
the Business Solutions Center at 
855.839.8862.


